CAN YOU SOLIDIFY A GRAVE, IF NOT THE WHOLE
GRAVE THEN JUST THE BOUNDARIES? ALSO I HEAR
THAT ONE CAN PLACE PLANTS ETC ON GRAVES SO WHY
CAN’T WE PLACE FRESH FLOWERS?

A Muslim is buried upon their death rather than be cremated. The reason for this is many fold
but one key reason is for the body to return to the Earth from where it originated. It is for this
that one recites the following when placing handfuls of soil on the body:

From the earth We created you, and into it We will return you, and from it We will extract you
another time (20:55)
It is for this reason that all items are removed from the body, no extra clothing is wrapped
around the body and the body is placed without a coffin in the grave. Similarly the grave’s
surface has no extra material on it except the soil that was taken from the grave. In fact it is
makruh to even add to the soil on top of the grave, one is only permitted to use the soil removed
from the grave.
Imam al-Sarkhasi discusses the point about making anything solid on the grave in his text alMabsut:

- سلَّ ََم
ََّ صلَّى
ََّ ل
َِ سو
ََ ن َرأَى قَب
َْ  َحدَّثَنِي ِم:ل
ََ ي ِ قَا
َ ث «النَّ َخ ِع
َِ ل ي َُربَّ َُع ِل َحدِي
َ َ ْر َو
َُ سنَّ َُم ْالقَب
ََ (قَا
ُ ْر َر
َ ُاّلل
َ علَ ْي َِه َو
َ ُل) َوي
َ - ِاّلل
ن الت َّ ْربِي ََع فِي ْاِل َ ْبنِ َي َِة
ََّ َ ن َمدَرَ ِبيضَ» َو ِِل
َْ ع َل ْي َها َف ْلقَ ِم
ََّ ي
ََ ض
ُ َوأ َ ِبي َب ْكرَ َو
َ َسنَّ َمة
َ اّللُ ت َ َعا َلى
ِ  َر- ع َم ََر
َ  ُم- ع ْن ُه َما

َُور َو َل
َِ سنَّ َةُ الت َّ ْربِي َُع فِي ْالقُب
َ ِ ِالر َواف
َِ علَى قَ ْو
َِ ن إحْ َك
َْ ُور َما ُه ََو أ َ ْبعَ َدُ ِم
َِ َار ِل ْلقُب
َُ ام َوي ُْخت
َِ ْلحْ َك
ُّ ض ال
َّ ل
َ ام ْاِل َ ْبنِيَ َِة َو
ِ ْ ِل
ََ ص
يص
ََّ َ ُور َوت َْر ِبي ِع َها» َو ِِل
َِ يص ْالقُب
َِ ص
َْ ع
ََّ صلَّى
ََّ ِن النَّب
ََّ َ ي «أ
ََ ص ِل َما ُر ِو
َُ ص
َّ ت ُ َج
ِ ْن التَّج
ِ ْن تَج
َ  نَ َهى- سلَّ ََم
َ ُاّلل
َ علَ ْي َِه َو
َ -ي
َِ ام ْالبِن
َاء
َِ فِي ْاِل َ ْبنِيَ َِة إ َّما ِل ِلزينَ َِة أ َ َْو ِ ِِلحْ َك

The grave should be ‘humped’ (like a camel hump) and not flat and not
in the shape of a rectangle. The reason being that having a flat and
rectangle grave is considered as under the ruling of constructed, and one
should choose for graves that which is as far as possible from the ruling
of construction...due to the that which has been narrated that the Holy
prophet prohibited from plastering graves and making them rectangle.
This is because plastering is from construction so it will be forbidden
either because it is beautifying the grave or because it comes under the
ruling of construction.

It is abundantly clear that constructing, solidifying and/or beautifying a grave is reprehensible as
understood by the scholars from the direct prohibition of the Holy Prophet.
The second point is based upon the hadith in which the Holy Prophet took a twig and broke it in
half and stated that he wished that whilst they remained alive that the punishment would be
lessened in the grave. There is a misunderstanding to think that this could apply in the situation
where one places fresh flowers on a grave.
Imam al-Abidin rasise this point in Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala durr al-Mukhtar under the discussion
of the placing of twigs like the myrtle upon graves:
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Plants which grow out of the grave should be left as they glorify Allah.

ْ اَو َردََ ِف
ََ َ ْال َج ِريدَة-َس ََل ُم
ْ َو
َّ َوال
َّ علَ ْي ِهَال
َ َ-َض َِع ِه
َ ُ ص ََلة
َ يَال َحدِيثَِ« ِم ْن
َ َودَ ِليلُهَُ َم:ُ
َ أَقُول
ْ َعل
َع ْن ُه َماَ َماَلَ ْم
َِ َىَالقَب َْري ِْنَاللَّذَي ِْنَيُ َعذَّب
ِ َ َوت َ ْع ِليلُهَُ ِبالت َّ ْخ ِف.َ»ان
ْ ِْال َخض َْرا َءَبَ ْعدََش َِق َهاَن
َ َيف
َ َصفَي ِْن
ْ َُِم ْنَت َ ْسبِيح
ْ َِاليَابِ ِسَ ِل َماَف
َض ِر
ِ يح ِه َما؛َإ ْذَ ُه َوَأ َ ْك َمل
ِ ِع ْن ُه َماَبِبَ َر َك ِةَت َ ْسب
ُ َّيَيُ َخف
َ يَاِل َ ْخ
َ َف
َ َيَ ْيب
ْ َ َأ:سا
ْ َعلَ ْي ِهَفَ َك َرا َهةَُق
َق
ََ َ ََولَ ْمَ َي ْم ِل ْك َِِل َ َّنَفِي ِهَت َ ْف ِويت
َ ؛َو
ِ ح
َ َو ِإ ْنَنَ َبتَ َبِنَ ْف ِس ِه،
َ َطعَِذَلِك
َ ِم ْنَن َْوعَِ َح َياة
ْ َو ِم ْن
َعلَ ْي ِهَ َماَا ُ ْعتِيدََفِي
َْ َو
ُ َال َحدِيثَِنَد
ِ َُويُؤْ َخذ.ِ
ُ ََويُق
َ َاس
َ ِضعَِذَلِكَ َ ِل َِلتِبَاع
َ ْب
َ ََم ْنَذَلِك
َ ْال َميِت
ْ ان
َّ َم ْنَال
ََو َهذَا،
ِ عة
ً ص َّر َحَبِذَلِكَ َأ َ ْي
ِ زَ َمانِن
َ ضاَ َج َما
َ َو،ِ
َ َوضْعَِأ َ ْغ
ِ ص
َ شافِ ِعيَّ ِة
َ َونَحْ ِوه
َ َاآل ِس
َ َاَم ْن
ْ
ْ
َ
َّ صلََبِبَ َر َك ِةَيَ ِدهَِال
َ-َش ِريفَ ِة
َ ع ْن
ِ ضَال َما ِل ِكيَّ ِة
ِ َأ َ ْول
ُ ىَم َّماَقَالََبَ ْع
َ َيف
َ َالقَب َْري ِْنَإنَّ َماَ َح
َ َم ْنَأ َّنَالت َّ ْخ ِف
ْ َوقَدَْذَ َك َر.
َّ َّصل
َ َعلَ ْي ِه
َيح ِه
ِ ص ِح
ُ َعائِ ِهَلَ ُه َماَفَ ََلَيُق
َ َاس
َ َُأ َ ْوَد-َسلَّ َم
َ َُىَاّلل
َ َو
َ َيَفِي
َ
ِ َالبُخ
ُّ َار
َ ُغي ُْره
َ علَ ْي ِه
ْ َأ َ َّنَب َُر ْيدَة ََبْن
َّ ي
ََُ َوا َ َّّلل،َان
ِ ص ْي
َ ََُاّلل
ِ َ َر-َب
َ َأ َ َْو-َُع ْنه
َ َال ُح
ِ صىَ ِبأ َ ْنَيُجْ عَلََ ِفيَقَب ِْرهَِ َج ِريدَت
َ ض
ت َ َعالَىَأ َ ْعلَ َُم
After a short discussion he makes the point about the placing of plants, flowers and branches;
The reduction in punishment in the two graves was achieved due to the
honourable blessing of his hand, or his supplication so one cannot apply that
reasoning on anybody else. Having said that, Imam Bukhari mentions that
Burayda ibn al-Husayb requested that two date-palm trees should be planted in
his grave – and Allah the Almighty knows best.
In summary no permissibility has been granted for adding plants or flowers to the grave after
the burial of the person has already taken place. There is clear indication that any plants which
naturally grow from the grave should be left, in fact we have seen that a companion actually
asked for trees to be planted on his grave. This in no way was to beautify the grave, which
obviously flowers do. Furthermore this is not a Muslim tradition but rather adopting atheist or
Christian practices.
In conclusion, we have seen that nothing is added to the grave except the shroud. No items,
extra clothing or even soil to place on the grave. We have seen that the practice of making
graves look beautiful; solidifying them; flattening them; or making them rectangle are
prohibited practices. This should be avoided, especially if the dead would have wanted it or had
a desire for it as it would be a means to increase rather than decrease the punishment of the
grave.

وهللاَاعلمَوعلمهَاحكمَواتم
© Copyright 2013 | Shaykh Amjad Mohammed
Scholastic Solutions - www.amjadmohammed.com

